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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to applicant's patent application filed on 7/12/2006. 
Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/15/2005 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the first base point 
(1 01 ), the second base point (1 02) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
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the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 4 of 
page 1 , a phrase "organsation" should be read as -organization--. And on page 2, line 
2; a phrase "pressurisation" should read as -pressurization— and a phrase "und" is 
believe to be typo error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-28 are objected to because of the following informalities: applicant is 
advised to replace a phrase "characterised" for -comprised-for all the claims. And the 
applicant is also advised not to use a pronoun terminology (e.g. them; their, they, 
whose) in the claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 7 is objected to because of there is more than one ending period in the 
claim. Correction is required. 

Claim 21 is objected to because "aluminium" should read -aluminum--. 
Correction is required. 
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Claim 28 is objected to because the citation phrase "forms an rears" should read 
-form a rear--. Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the stretched state of said at least two wall 
membranes due to the tension acting on them" in lines 8-9. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 16, the recited limitation "in that two wall membranes" should read -in that 
two said wall membranes-. Correction is required. 

Regarding claim 20, the phrase "and the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 
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Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
in that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim 
is an omnibus type claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10, 12, 14, 16-18 and 20-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over France Pat. No. 2117339 in view of EP 0596807. 
Claims 1,5, 12, 14, 16, 18,23-28: 

FR Pat. No. discloses in Figs. 1-3, a membrane wall element for erecting a tent or hall 
construction, having at least two wall membranes (3) and clamping devices (2), said at 
least two wall membranes (3) being stretchable by means of said clamping devices (2); 
wherein said at least two wall membranes (3) are joined with each other at respective 
end sections that face each other (Fig. 1 ); wherein an inner wall membrane and an 
outer wall membrane are provided with an intermediate wall membrane (no numbered 
but shown as dot lines in between the two wall membranes) extending in between, said 
inner wall membrane. 

The FP '339 discloses the claimed invention as stated but does not disclose a spacer 
being spaceable from one another in such a way that a cavity is formed between said at 
least two wall membranes. EP '807 discloses in Fig. 26 a plurality of spacers 330 in 
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between two wall membranes 320. In view of EP '807, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide FR 
7143409 a plurality of spacers in order to prevent the wall membranes collapse thus 
keep the wall erecting in place. 
Claim 2: 

Wherein said at least two wall membranes (3) are made of tent canvas (Fig. 1 ). 
Claim 3: 

Wherein said at least two wall membranes (3) are secured within said clamping devices 
(2) at two end sections facing each other. 
Claim 4: 

Wherein said clamping devices (2) are formed by section bars (2a, 2a). 
Claim 6: 

Wherein further comprises a keder rope (9) is provided edgewise at said joined end 
sections (see Figs. 1-2 and 9). 
Claim 7: 

Wherein said section bars (2a) have undercut longitudinal channels (7) into which said 
keder ropes (9) of said joined wall membranes are pullable (Fig. 3). 
Claim 8: 

Wherein said section bars (2a) have cover strips (8) and longitudinal channels (7) into 
which said keder ropes (9) of said joined wall membranes are placeable, and in that 
said longitudinal channels are sealable by said cover strips so that said keder ropes are 
secured within said section bars. 
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Claim 9: 

Wherein a stretching device having stretcher rods (20) is provided between said section 
bars via which said wall membranes secured within said section bars can be stretched 
apart. 
Claim 10: 

Wherein said stretching device (20) is actuatable via a toggle lever device (no 
numbered but shown in Figs. 1-2) whose drive spindle for actuating two toggle levers is 
oriented transversally to the longitudinal axis of said stretcher rods. 
Claim 17: 

Wherein said wall membranes are connected in a sealed manner with each other at 
those parts that extend along all membrane end regions, and in that venting devices are 
provided to allow air to enter said cavities when the wall element is being put up (Fig. 1). 
Claims 20-22: 

The FR '339 in view of EP '807, disclose the claimed invention as stated but do 
not disclose expressly wherein said wall membranes are made of a material which is 
tight against war gases; wherein said intermediate wall membrane is coated with 
aluminum or another suitable material in order to achieve heat reflection and/or possibly 
also shielding against electromagnetic radiation and wherein said inner wall membrane 
is made of an easy-to-clean material. However, this feature would have been a matter 
of obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have a desirable material for its desirable application. Furthermore, applicant 
has not disclosed the criticality of this feature. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 11,13, 15 and 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see Mpj^ajMr.ggl^gpjo-^Qy - Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 

/C. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



